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Both sides agreed that the fire started in the same building
but at that point agreement ended, the plaintiffs contending that
it was caused before the earthquake by curtains in a room coming
into contact with the naked flame of a kerosene stove used for
boiling milk, while according to the defendants' case it had started
in another room as the result of the earthquake, the exact time
of which was known by many of the public clocks in Kingston
having stopped at 5.25 p.m.

Great pressure had been brought to bear upon Rufus Isaacs
to devote the Long Vacation of 1907 to going out to Jamaica
and assisting at the examination of the very numerous witnesses
whose evidence had to be taken on the spot ; but he was not to
be tempted by even the most seductive fee into giving up his
one substantial holiday upon which he relied to keep himself fit
during the next twelve months.

*When the case came on for trial in the spring of 1908, the
reading of the evidence from Jamaica occupied many days and
there were in addition a number of witnesses who had been
brought over to give oral evidence ; so that in the end it lasted
for three weeks and imposed so heavy a strain upon the jury's
time and attention that, when they had ultimately found for
the defendants on the twenty-second day, the judge was moved
to excuse them from further jury service for life.

The simultaneous conduct of two such prolonged, intricate
and voluminous actions was a most exhausting experience for
Rufus Isaacs, for which even the fees of 1,000 and 2,000 guineas
respectively on the two briefs, with proportionately ample
refreshers, by no means offered adequate recompense.

Towards the end of July, after an interval filled to capacity
with heavy commercial and shipping cases, came the sensational,
if not highly edifying, case of Rex v. Sievier, a prosecution at the
Old Bailey before Lord Alverstone, the Lord Chief Justice, which
created at the moment such widespread and vociferous public
interest as to elicit a stately rebuke from The Times.

The personalities of the two individuals chiefly involved,
their common connection with the racing world, the somewhat
melodramatic character of the story, and the presence on opposite
sides of the two great figures of the contemporary Bar combined to
attract an eager and miscellaneous audience which not only
filled the court itself but thronged all the approaches to it.

Mr. Jack Joel was one of a small group of men which included
his brother Solly and Barney Barnato, who had from humble
beginnings in South Africa built up the leading diamond business
of Barnato Brothers. A man of great wealth, he had for many